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=ver since Canadian researcher Raymond Murray Schafer introduced the 
notion of soundscapes in the 1970s, many artists have incorporated it 
into their fields of research, as have professionals from other disciplines. 
Linked to a transdisciplinary approach, they have used sound as a primary 
element of creation helping to increasing people’s ability to actively listen 
to the world. 


The Darién Gap is a rainforest located in the border between South 
America and Central America, which has historically worked as a natural 
barrier between these two subcontinents. For several years, artist David 
Escall6n (Medellin, 1990) has traveled to this region and recorded sounds 
that have served as the building blocks for this installation. 


By removing sounds from their territory of origin, the artist goes a step 
beyond the documentary approach, which would have led him to present 
these woodland archives using conventional formats that usually seek to 
describe surroundings and species, or to recapture the multiple sensations 
that these may awaken in us. This process, however, combined with 


poetic gesture, gives way to an installation that invites us to participate in 
an aesthetic and contemplative experience. 


Thus, Darién, presented in Lab 3, invites us to reflect on the relationship 
between humans and nature, surrounding us in a series of shadows and 
silences, gusts of wind and micro sounds, chromatisms, invisible 
atmospheres, and waves. This work is built based on a wave that 
alternates the manifestations of time and space in the Colombian Darién, 
from the oceanic zone to the dense forest, from the macro to the micro, 
from day to night. It constitutes a sort of loop made up of clements of 
this ecosystem in its natural evolution, laying the foundations for an 


inter-subjective experience with oscillations that wander between sound 
channels, video projectors, mirror mosaics and drops of water, and 
offering us a space within our own imagination for us to create our own 
rainforests in our minds. 


Darién is an installation based on an ongoing project by David Escallén 
-which began as his thesis project as a student at Universidad de 
Antioquia- in the context of the Medellin Museum of Modern Art 
experimental sound gallery project, titled Soundscapes As a Strategy for 
Heritage Education, whose purpose is to foster sound creation and 
listening. 


David Escallén studied audiovisual communications and multimedia at 
Universidad de Antioquia. He is a researcher of aesthetic experiences in 
audiovisual creation, listening and contemplation. He is an artist, who 
works with Eter-lab, and the creator and director of the Darién project. 
He has participated in workshops and concerts in different areas of the 
city and has published his music with different record companies 
including Eter-lab, Nova Fund Recordings (Mexico), Nevera de 
Luciérnagas (Bogota), Sonic Terrain, Valle Atomico and Valle Invisible. 
He lives and works in Medellin. 
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